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LSCC Wows Them at ANA Summer Seminar 2016  
By John Frost, LSCC #2005, with Gerry Fortin and Len Augsburger!  

After a year of planning and months of preparation, 
the class òDeveloping a Passion for Liberty Seated 
Coinageó made its debut at the ANA Summer Semi-
nar in Colorado Springs.  The class, which ran Sunday 
through Wednesday this past week, was sold out and 
was a highly anticipated addition to this yearõs curricu-
lum offered to numismatists from all over North 
America. 

The primary instructors were John Frost 
(LSCC Education Director) and Gerry Fortin (LSCC 
President).  LSCC VP Len Augsburger was a òGuest 
Lectureró for the class, but in reality played a major 
role in the success of the course, with numerous his-
torical perspective presentations, as well as his deep 
dive on Liberty Seated Quarters. 

It was hard and tiring work, but 
the results were astounding.  
The students were interested 
and engaged, great discussions 
and questions were scattered 
throughout the week, and it 
would be difficult to imagine 
things going better.   
 
 The week began Sun-
day, with Lenõs historical look 
at Bimetallism and Economics 
of Liberty Seated Coinage.  We 
kicked off the series-specific 

component of the class with the òdeep divesó on Half Dimes and Dimes. 
 
Each deep dive consisted of a half-day discussion on the history and overview 

of the series, major design subtypes, proofs and circulation strikes, plus ley, semi-key, 
important, and common dates.  Grading and a discussion on the importance of strike 

(Continued on page 2) 

John Frost on Trade Dollars 
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was also included.  Major varieties (with photos of many) 
followed, along with errors 
and exonumia, collecting strat-
egies, degree of difficulty, val-
ue, and important references 
to aid the collector.  Sample 
references were brought to the 
classroom, checked out from 
the ANA Library.  Soup to 
nuts, everything imaginable 
about each series. 

 
Each deep dive in-

cluded a lengthy hands-on ex-
amination of coins from the 
specific series, including key 
dates, coins from the different 
subtypes, and notable varie-
ties.  These coins represented 
pieces brought to the class by John, Gerry, and Len.  
Each deep dive provided between 10 and 25 coins for 
students to examine and study.  This hands-on time was 
designed to tie everything together for each of the seven 
Liberty Seated series and was a hit.   

 
Monday, the second day of the class, focused on 

Double Dimes (twenty cents) and Quarters.  Supple-
menting the deep dives included talks about the finding 
of the dies at the Carson City Mint (Nevada State Muse-
um) and a historical look at Tokens and Medals related 
to Christian Gobrecht.  And 
more coins to examine! 

 
Tuesday morning fea-

tured the deep dive on half 
dollars, and a special discus-
sion on 1861-O halves, argua-
bly one of the most sought-
after issues of the series.  Len 
presented a look at the Histo-
ry of Liberty Seated Variety 
and Attribution Studies, which 

featured the evolution of ref-
erences and knowledge, from 
the earliest days to the pre-
sent.  

 
The afternoon was an experiment ð a look at 

evaluating coins from a viewpoint of original surfaces 
and differentiating choice coins from those considered 
òmarket acceptableó which can be a term describing 

coins with problems that are 
not considered too significant 
to prevent grading by third-
party grading firms.  An exer-
cise was conducted, where 
students in teams of two, 
ranked nine Liberty Seated 
coins in identical-grade XF45 
holders, for highest to lowest 
value from a standpoint of 
originality, strike, and eye ap-
peal.  The afternoon was an 
eye-opening exercise for both 
students and instructors alike.   
 
Wednesday, the final day, was 
Dollar Day, with the morning 
dedicated to Liberty Seated 

Dollars and the afternoon for Trade Dollars.  Len also 
told the story of the Andrew Jackson-Earl-Sevier Flying 
Eagle Dollar (Gobrecht dollar) that was inadvertently 
sold and later recovered. 

 
Feedback from the students was fantastic!  We 

seemed to hit the mark, with the right mix of series in-
formation, historical perspectives, and hands-on exami-
nation of coins.  And things worked like clockwork.  We 
started on time, we finished each series just before lunch 
or ending for the day.  We were never behind, never 

rushed, and covered all the 
key points we had intended. 
 
 At the ANA Summer 
Seminar, all of the students 
and instructors lunch together, 
network together, and have 
good times together.  Word of 
mouth spreads opinions and 
evaluations of courses among 
students, because many stu-
dents are looking for recom-
mendations for courses to 
take at next yearõs Summer 
Seminar.  Throughout the 
week, we had people come up 

to us saying that they really want to take the course next 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Len Augsburger on Liberty Seated Quarters 

Gerry Fortin on evaluating originality 



 

 

year.  Others simply said that they heard our class was 
really going well.  When it was all over, feedback we re-
ceived from long-time seminar attendees was that our 
class was the best first-time-offered class they had ever 
taken, and a couple said was the best ever for them peri-
od!  And along the way, seven of our students joined the 
LSCC during the week (some others already belong). 

 

It is hard to believe it is all over.  We had great 
material.  We had excellent support from LSCC mem-
bers on series-specific content, especially Steve Crain, 
Bill Bugert, Dick Osburn, Brian Cushing, Carl Feldman, 
and John Coyle.  And we had great students.  We all 
learned a lot, and had a very enjoyable time doing it.  
And we were exhausted!  But it was all worth it.  We 
look forward to doing the class again next year and I 
think the class is almost half full already with other stu-
dents saying they plan to take our course next year! 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Auction News  
by Craig Eberhart, LSCC #1348  
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The Pre Long Beach Auc-
tion,  
Goldberg Coins, June 5-6 
 

A limited number of Liberty Seated coins were in this 
auction with a few scarce dates.  An 1852 half dollar 
graded PCGS MS63 sold for $3,407.  Several graded 
early Carson City half dollars were also available (1870-
CC, 1871-CC, and 1874-CC), but the bids did not meet 
their reserves.  An 1870-CC half dollar with PCGS VF 
details did sell for $2,585. 
 
The Long Beach Auction, 
Heritage Auctions, June 8-12 
The June Long Beach auction included a collection of 
coins that were assembled by the Rev. Dr. James 
McClure starting in 1860 and ending by 1932 with his 
demise.  Apparently the collection has remained intact 
and essentially untouched since 1932 until recently con-
signed to Heritage.  Numerous rarities, including many 
Seated coins, were present in his collection and are in-
cluded in this Long Beach auction.  This fresh material 
appeared to generate strong bidding.   
 An 1840-O with drapery half dime graded 
PCGS MS64, currently the finest known, sold for 
$25,850. This coin had originally appeared in the Gard-
ner June 2014 sale as an MS63 CAC and several subse-
quent auctions as an MS64.  An 1846 half dime graded 
VG8 CAC by NGC sold for $1,175.  An 1846 dime 
graded NGC VF25 CAC sold for $1,292.  An 1865 
dime (F-101b), considered to be R-6 by Gerry Fortin 
the current president of the LSCC and author of the 
Liberty Seated dimes web book, was graded NGC 
XF40 CAC and was sold for $2,115.  Both 1846 coins 
and the 1865 dime were part of the McClure collection.  
An 1872-CC dime sold for $3,525 and was graded 
NGC VF30. 
 Two 1875-CC double dimes, both graded by 
PCGS, were in this auction.  The AU58 sold for $1,597 
and the MS62 sold for $2,820.  Two 1854-O Huge O 
quarters were in this sale and also graded by PCGS.  
The VF20 sold for $1,645 and the VF35 CAC sold for 
exactly twice as much at $3,290.  Even though both 
coins are graded VF and appear to be attractive and 
problem-free, the CAC sticker combined with the rap-

idly increasing rarity of this variety in higher grades 
likely contribute to the large price difference between a 
VF20 and a VF35.  An 1858-S quarter graded XF40 by 
ANACS sold for $1,645.  An 1873 closed 3 no arrows 
quarter was graded AU55 by NGC and sold for $3,305. 
 An 1840-(O) medium letters reverse half dollar 
graded NGC MS62 sold for $6,492.  For many years 
the 1840 medium letter reverse half dollars were con-
sidered to be Philadelphia mint products.  However, 
about 30 years ago, Bill Bugert, our illustrious Club edi-
tor, with the assistance of Randy Wiley, definitively 
demonstrated that they were minted in New Orleans 
(see Gobrecht Journal #38 or The Gobrecht Journal Collective 
Volume #3 for more information).  Three 1861-O half 
dollars, all with the CSA obverse die crack from the 
rim to Liberty's nose (WB-11) were sold:  a PCGS 
XF40 for $2,820, a PCGS XF45 for $3,055, and an 
NGC AU details for $1,880.  Several scarcer Carson 
City half dollars from the McClure collection were also 
sold: an 1870-CC NGC XF40 for $9,106; an 1872-CC 
NGC VF35 CAC for $1,586; an 1873-CC no arrows 
NGC XF45 for $3,055; an 1873-CC with arrows NGC 
MS63+ for $17,625; an 1874-CC NGC VF30 for 
$3,760; and an 1878-CC NGC F15 for $1,938. 
 As with the Liberty Seated half dollars, many of 
the Liberty Seated dollars in this sale were from the 
McClure collection including three of the four 
Gobrecht dollars and most subsequent years through 
1873.  Some were improperly cleaned, but most were 
numerically graded and all were sold without reserves.  
As in other recent auctions impaired Carson City dol-
lars were in this sale including two 1870-CCs, one 1871
-CC, four 1872-CCs, and one 1873-CC.  PCGS graded 
Carson City Liberty Seated dollars in this sale included 
an 1870-CC XF45 for $3,407, an 1872-CC XF40 for 
$4,700, and an 1873-CC VF30 for $17,625.  Two 1872-
S graded dollars were sold: a PCGS VF25 for $1,116 
and an NGC MS61 for $6,168. 
 Only a few circulation strike Trade dollars were 
in this auction, but most Carson City dates were pre-
sent.  An 1873-CC graded NGC AU53 sold for $2,585 
and an 1874-CC PCGS MS62 sold for $4,347.  The 
only 1878-CC Trade dollar in this auction came from 
the McClure collection.  It was graded MS63+ by NGC 
with a CAC sticker and sold for $54,050. 



 

 

The LSCC polo shirts are in.  
If you would like to order one, 
we now have a small stock of 
them for members to order.  It 
is first come first served of 
course.  Sizes in stock range 
from Medium to XXXXL.  

Contact me at ricajun@msn.com for pricing and 
ordering information. 

 
It is summer and the hobby usually takes a bit 

of a breather.  The just concluded LSCC contribution 
to the ANAõs Summer Seminar (see separate article in 
this issue) is the last major club activity until the ANA 
convention in August. 

 
John Frost called and told me they signed up 

seven new LSCC members from the Summer Seminar 
class.  John also hosted a club table at the Colorado 
Springs show and signed up an additional member. 

 
Bob Clark and Brian Cushing teamed up to 

represent the club at the Long Beach Expo.  Brian 
hosted the club dinner at the Rock Bottom Brewery.  
Bob hosted the club table and kept the club outreach 
going on the West Coast.  Bob tells me one of the 

original founding members of the club stopped by the 
club table and had many stories about the early days 
of the club. 

 
Carl Feldman hosted a club table at the Ft. 

Lauderdale coin show in June. 
 
July has only the summer Whitman Baltimore 

Coin Expo on the club calendar.  The club activities 
are a bit subdued for the summer show.  There will be 
no club table but Len will host the club meeting on 
Friday morning July 15 at 9 AM in room 301.  

Regional News  
by Dennis Fortier, LSCC #2016  
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LSCC Calendar 
 

Week of July 4, 2016.  Gobrecht Journal Issue #126 postal mailed to all current members. 
 
July 15, 2016.  LSCC Regional Meeting, Baltimore, MD.  Whitman Baltimore Summer Expo, Balti-

more Convention Center.  Friday morning, 9 AM, Room 301.  No club table at this show. 
 
August 10-12, 2016.  LSCC Table and Annual Meeting.  Anaheim, CA.  ANA Worldõs Fair of Money, 

Anaheim Convention Center, West Katella Ave, Anaheim, CA.  Club table from August 10-12; 
LSCC annual meeting Thursday, August 11, 9 AM in Huntington B-C. 

 
October 1, 2016.  Deadline for articles and advertisements for Gobrecht Journal Issue #127. 

Polo shirt LSCC 
embroidered design 



 

 

Along with Gerry Fortin 
and John Frost, the three 
of us conducted a four-day 

class on Liberty Seated coinage at the recent ANA 
summer seminar in Colorado Springs, CO.  The ANA 
summer seminar is a two-week numismatic festival of-
fering any number of classes taught by well-known in-
dustry figures.  The grading classes (Level 1 and Level 
2) are among the most popular, and specialty courses 
on other topics; for example, early American coppers 
or medals are also offered.  
 
 The ANA is physically situated adjacent to Col-
orado College and a cooperative arrangement extends 
the College facilities to the ANA.  There is ample class-
room space, food service, and housing onsite, so that 
everything is walkable and no transportation is needed.  
The ANA shuttles students and instructors to and 
from the airport to make things even easier.  During 
summer seminar the ANAõs regular hours are extend-
ed, so that access to the museum, vault, and library are 
just a few footsteps away. 
 
 I had taken the ANA grading class a few years 
ago, Gerry had taken counterfeit detection, and we felt 
that the time was ripe to offer a class on Liberty Seated 
coinage.  LSCC Education Director John Frost took 
on the task of working with the ANA to make the nec-
essary arrangements, proposed a course outline, and, in 
general, took care of all the logistics so that Gerry and 
I merely had to produce PowerPoint slides and arrive 
at the classroom on time. 
 
 Our course included deep dives into every 
coinage denomination.  Lecture time was broken up by 
hands-on exhibition of coins from our own collections 
as well as coins that students brought in for examina-
tion.  Interspersed with this were various historical dis-
cussions related to Liberty Seated coinage.  My favorite 
topic was the economic relation of gold and silver in 
the 19th century and how this impacted the coinage. 

 On the third day we had an extended discus-
sion on how to identify original surfaces on silver 
coins, led by Gerry Fortin.  This was a valuable exer-
cise which asked the students to rank a group of nine 
half dollars from the most original to the least.  Gerry 
had John and I do this separately, with varying results 
depending on who you ask.  Suffice it to say that Gerry 
and I were close, and, had I been given the correct in-
structions, would have had nearly identical results.  
Naturally, we all took away improvement points for 
next year! 
 
 Student feedback was most encouraging and 
we intend to offer this class again next year.  The ANA 
will make announcements in The Numismatist, so keep 
an eye on that space next spring for further details.  
Class size is limited to 14 students, we had a full enroll-
ment this year, and expect the same for 2017.  Four 
days is certainly a large investment but the knowledge 
gained is more than worth it.  The ANA also schedules 
other activities, such as day trips to the Denver Mint or 
Pikes Peak, which are pleasant diversions if you need a 
break from the constant òcoin talk.ó 
 
 I learned a lot from listening to John and Gerry 
over the four days and the evenings were filled with 
much wine and spirited discussions of all things numis-
matic.  There is something here for everyone, from the 
beginner to the seasoned collector and I highly recom-
mend the ANA summer seminar for anyone interested 
in advancing their numismatic knowledge and grading 
skills. 

The Curious Collector  
by Len Augsburger, LSCC #1271  

ANA Summer Seminar 2016  
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This is the 71st consecutive 
monthly column in this space; 
or another way to put it is that 

next month will mark six years.  When it began I told 
Editor Bill Bugert that I wouldnõt have any trouble 
finding material for five years worth of columns.  At 
first, I had an unwritten rule that I would not repeat 
topics.  Then, about a year and a half ago when I real-
ized that I had originally overestimated the ease with 
which I could generate new topic ideas, it became 
more of a guideline than a rule.  It has become an in-
creasing challenge to not revisit things I have already 
written about, so this month I am doing away with 
that restriction entirely.  The rationale is simple.  The 
only way this column could represent a truly redun-
dant experience for the reader would be if:  1) some-
one actually reads it; 2) that same person read the pri-
or column on that coin/topic; and 3) that person re-
membered the previous column (which could have 
been published more than 5 years ago).  The probabil-
ity of all three of those things happening seems quite 
low so I am going to commence revisiting some 
things that I already discussed in 2010 and 2011.  If no 
one objects to a moderate amount of òrecyclingó I 
may even make it to 10 years. 

I am going back to one of my favorite seated 
quarters, the 1840 Philadelphia issue last discussed 
here in the January 2011 column.  The 1840 is a sleep-
er in the sense that it doesnõt get much recognition, 
hasnõt been written about in the Gobrecht Journal and is 
dramatically underpriced in the guides.  It is a com-
mon problem with seated quarters that if they are not 
one of the many well-known rarities in the series they 
tend to get overlooked.  That is especially the case for 
scarce and rare Philadelphia issues.  One of the things 
that may draw attention away from the 1840 quarter in 
particular is the interesting varieties, including drapery 
and no drapery types, and the very rare with drapery 
large O transitional coin, made at the New Orleans 
mint that same year.  Nonetheless, anyone working on 

a seated quarter set can tell you that the 1840 is a very 
tough coin, especially in XF or better.  This was first 
noted by Mel Hatfield in 1978 when he wrote of the 
issue, òéis not encountered often, especially in the 
XF and up category.ó (1)  

The Liberty Seated Quarter Survey in 1993 
resulted in the 1840 finishing as 21st rarest of the 58 
Philadelphia issues (2).  In addition to the 1881-1889 
dates, the other Philadelphia coins that were less rep-
resented were the 1842 Small Date, 1842 Large Date, 
1851, 1852, 1853/53 No Arrows, 1863, 1866, 1868, 
1869, 1873 No Arrows Closed 3, and 1873 No Ar-
rows Open 3 (another sleeper). The 2007 LSCC sur-
vey produced a similar result with the 1840 finishing 
23rd of 56 P-mint quarters (3).  The 1842 Small Date 
was not included in the 2007 Survey and the 1873 No 
Arrows was not split out into Open and Closed 3 vari-
eties and so both dropped out of the top half.   These 
two adjustments also reduced the total number of 
Philadelphia issues reported in the surveys from 58 to 
56.  The coins that moved from behind to ahead of 
the 1840 between the two surveys include the 1841, 
1864, 1865, 1867, 1870, 1879, and 1880; those that 
went from less represented than the 1840 to more 
represented in club memberõs collections were the 
1852 and 1863. 

Another feature of the 1840 quarter is that 
most examples have problems, are unattractive, or 
both.  Table 1 illustrates survival estimates along with 
TPG and CAC populations.  It is clear from the num-
bers that a grade-able XF or better 1840 quarter can 
be considered a prize and an example meriting a CAC 
sticker is doubly so. 

There are two varieties of the 1840 Philadelph-
ia quarter; they are difficult to attribute using Briggs 
(4) because of an error in the book.  The error is that 
the photograph labeled òNew Hub Design Reverse 2-

(Continued on page 8) 

Quarter of  the Month  
by Greg Johnson, LSCC #1460  

1840 Quarter Dollar  
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Bó is actually an example of the transitional reverse A.  
This is the same die that is pictured on the previous 
page and labeled as reverse A.   

The keys to attributing the 1840 reverses are 
the eagleõs claws and the lettering in AMERICA.  The 
shield lines can also be used to reliably distinguish the 
two dies in coins graded high enough for them to be 
visible.  One should also note that the descriptions 
provided in Briggsõ book are quite detailed and accu-
rate for these two dies ð it is only the picture that is 
inaccurate. 

It appears that no more than 20% of 1840 
quarters are die marriage 2-B with the New Hub De-
sign. 

References 
(1) Hatfield, Mel. AN OVERVIEW: The Quarter Dol-
lars of the 1840õs. Gobrecht Journal #12, July 1978. 
(2) Briggs, Larry.  Results of the 1993 Liberty Seated 
Quarter Survey.  Gobrecht Journal #59, March 1994.  
(3) Low, Darrell.  Liberty Seated Quarter Survey Re-
sults. Gobrecht Journal #100, November 2007. 
(4) Briggs, Larry. The Comprehensive Encyclopedia of 
United States Liberty Seated Quarters. Lima, OH 
1991. 

(Continued from previous page) 

Table 1.  1840 Quarter Survival Estimates, TPG Populations, CAC Approvals 

 G-VG-F VF XF AU MS 

Briggs (4) est. 300 250 150 100 24 

PCGS 5 15 11 23 17 

NGC 1 5 8 18 13 

CAC 0 1 2 4 2 

ʹ Reverse A (Figure 1) ð òéóAMó of òAMERICAó 
touch at base.  Long curved claws.  Middle and last 
talons of both claws are long, curved and noticeably 
separated from each otheré.Vertical line #6 extends 
to the fourth horizontal lineéA die scratch is in the 
dentils above and past last òSó of òSTATESó. ò 

ʹ Reverse B (Figure 2) ð òéThick letters in legend 
with base of òAMó and òRIó touching.  Long curved 
claws.  Middle and last talon of both claws are long, 
curved, and virtually closed, touching and nearly touch-
ing each other respectively.  Tip of left talon on left 
claw curled and virtually touches berry stemé.Vertical 
line #4 extends to horizontal line #5é.A die scratch is 
in dentil over right serif of òUó in òUNITEDó.ó 
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The 1839 New Orleans 
branch mint half dime of-
fers a number of interest-
ing die varieties.  Anyone 
who has an interest in de-
tailed information about 
the 1839-O half dime and 
more, should read Jack 
Marstonõs Gobrecht Journal 
article, found in volume thirty-eight, issue # 112 ( No-
vember, 2011). 

 
The V-5 die marriage shown here is considered 

common but becomes quite impressive in later die 
state with numerous obverse die cracks forming in 
multiple locations. 

 
 

 
 
 
 (Continued on page 10) 

Page 9 

Cracked, Shattered, and Terminal  
by Benny Haimovitz, LSCC #2494  

1839-O, V-5 

ʹ 1839-O Half Dime V-5.  Obverse, die breaks at 
head and cap that runs through hair, along dress 
across Libertyõs midsection to edge of shield. 

ʹ Obverse, die breaks at star 4 and arm 

ʹ Obverse, die breaks through star 1, rock, base, 
shield, and date. 



 

 

 
 
Die state diagnostics courtesy of Jack Marston 

from his discussion of the V-5 die marriage in his 
Gobrecht Journal article with additional assistance pro-
vided by Steve Crain.  Images courtesy of BluCC 
(Todd Pollock) with this example graded Mint State 
64, CAC. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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ʹ Obverse die crack from rim through foot and 
across leg finally intersects with other die cracks at 
inner edge of shield by Libertyõs leg. 
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As many may have read on the GFRC blog, I had an em-
barrassing situation earlier this month where I mistakenly 
took Gerry's loupe.  Here is a picture of both of our loops 
side by side, and the below numismatic parody that I 
hope many will get a good laugh from. 
===============================  
òMy Cousin Vinnyó Parody of the Spring of 2016 Coin 
Loupe Mishap ð Final Courtroom scene 
 
CAST 
John M Frost as Mr. Wilbur the forensic (numismatic) 

expert 
My Cousin Vinny as Vinny Gambini 
Bill Bugert as the Defense Attorney Trotter 
Diane Fortin as Mona Lisa Vito 
Judge same as in movie 
Gerry Fortin and Rich Hundertmark as co-defendants 

William Robert Gambini and Stan Rothenstein 
===============================  
Bill:  Now, Mr. Frost, is this a photo of the two loupes 

belonging to the defendants? 
John:  Yes, they are the loupes. 
Bill:  And are these the lanyards belonging to the defend-

ants, are you familiar with them? 
John: Yes, I am. 
Bill:  Uh-huh.  Could you elaborate, please, sir? 
John:  We compared the magnification of the 10X loupes 

at the GFRC office location.  They're the same model 
and size loupes, the Bausch and Lomb 10X Hasting 
Triplet.  They're the same size and loupe magnification. 

Bill:  Anything else, sir? 
John: Yes, indeed.  I also took sample pics of Twenty 

Cent Seated Liberty coinage under the loupes' magnifi-
cation to validate the loupe's power. 

Bill:  What kind of equipment did you use to find this 
out? 

John:  I used a Hewlett-Packard 57-10A dual-column gas 
chromatograph with flame analyzation detectors. 

Bill:  Uh-huh.  Is that thing turbocharged?  (courtroom 
laughter) 

John: Only on the floor models. (laughter) 
Bill:  Now, Mr. Frost.  What was the result of your analy-

sis? 
John:  The photographic analysis between the two lenses 

was found to be identical. 
Bill:  I-identical!  No further questions Your Honour. 
Judge:  Thank you, Mr. Frost. Mr. Gambini (Vinny), your 

cross examination. 
Vinny:  Is it possible that two separate coin collectors 

could be using the Bausch & Lomb 10X Hastings Tri-
plet model at the same time? 

John:  Well, Of course.   
Vinny:  Let me ask you this.  What's the best-selling loupe 

model being sold in the United States today? 
John:  The Bausch & Lomb Hastings 10X Triplet Model 

loupe. 
Vinny:  And what's the most popular size? 
John:  The 1ó silver loupe with black encased lens. 
Vinny:  The same size and model as the defendantõs 

loupe. 
John:  But two identical lanyards with black with white 

lettering? 
Vinny:  Excuse me.  What I'm askin' you is if the most 

popular size of the most popular type loupe is used by 
both defendants? 

John:  Well, yeah. 
Vinny:  Yes, Um, thank you.  No further questions. 
(Judge) The witness can stand down.  Counsel? 
(Mr. Bugert) Uh. Yeah.  Prosecution rests. 
(Judge) Mr. Gambini.  Your first witness Mr. Gambini. 
Vinny: Your Honour, the defense calls as its first witness 

Mrs. Diane Fortin. 
Mr. Bugert:  Oh, I object, Your Honour.  This person is 

not on the witness list. 
Vinny:  This witness is a coin expert and is being called to 

rebut the testimony of John Frost.  Your Honour, 
would you instruct the bailiff to escort Mrs. Fortin to 
the witness stand? 

Bailiff:  Hold up your right hand.  Do you swear to tell 

(Continued on page 12) 

The Strike Zone  
by Rich Hundertmark, LSCC #2347  

The Loupe Mix -up Court Case  
 

ñI worry about kids today not having time to build a tree house or ride a bike or 
collect coins.  I worry that life is getting faster and faster.ò 

- Borrowed with appreciation from John Lasseter 
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