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LSCC Educational Director, John Frost, recently offered his knowledge and
ing skills to the Virginia Nu-
mismatic Association. Their|
convention was held in Fred
icksburg, VA in late Septem
ber. Offering five different
Liberty Seated coinage brief|
ings and thinking they would
pick one, they picked all five
and he spent a great deal of]
time and effort educating at-
tendees and recruiting new
club members. Great job,
John, and thank you!
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images of the lots of the annual be 8
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The E-Gobrecht is an award winning informal electronic publication of the Liberty Seated Collectors Club (LSCC).
The LSCC is a non -profit organization dedicated to the attributions of the Liberty Seated Coin series. The LSCC pro-
vides the information contained in this email newsletter from various sources free of charge as a general service to
the membership and others with this numismatic interest. You do not have to be a LSCC member to benefit from this

newsletter; subscription to the

E-Gobrecht is available to anyone. All disclaimers are in effect as the completeness

and/or accuracy of the information contained herein cannot be completely verified. Contact information is included

on the last page.
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Auction News
by Craig Eberhart, LSCC #1348

Pre-Long Beach Auction- Goldberg Coins An extensive group of better date Carson City
and Collectibles- September 45 half dollars were auctioned:
1870CC NGC VG8 $1,997.
Very few Liberty Seated coins were in this 4820CC PCGSF15 $3,760.
tion and the ones that did sell were relatively comtB8@RCC PCGS XF40 $7,637.
dates. 1871CC PCGS VF25 $1,410.
1873CC Arrows ANACS VF35 $1,410.
Long Beach Coin Show Heritage Auctions - Sep- 1873CC Arrows ANACS VF30 $1,421.
tember 78 1873CC Arrows NGC AU55 $3,055.
1874CC PCGSVGS8 $1,410.
Many examples of proof Liberty Seated ca®s3CC NGC F12 $1,645.
minted from 1858 to 1891 were also in this auctionl878CC NGC AU55 $5,405.

An 18400 with drapery half dime graded by Two PCGS graded 185Ssilver dollars were |
PCGS as AU58 CAC sold for the strong pricethefsale. The VF30 sold for $1,116 and the MS6
$9,106. Two 18#GC double dimes or twenty ce$8,225. Two PCGS graded 1863 silver dollars

n
2 for
were

pieces in AU53 were sold with the PCGS coin galsg in the sale. The XF45 sold for $2,232 while the

for $998 and the NGC coin for $822. An 18T2 MS64 sold for $15,275. Several gradedQ@7dbl-

guarter in PCGS F15, noted for having exceptiondade-were also sold: a PCGS VG8 for $881; a RCGS

tail for the grade, sold for $3,760. An 4861alf dol- F15 for $1,175; and an NGC AU55 with several &

lack

lar with a CSA obverse, ¥IB2 with the die crackpots for $6,756. Impaired examples of all four Carson

from the rim to Liberty's nose, graded PCGS XE#t§ dated silver dollars were also in the sale.
was sold for $3,525.

Two PCGS graded 18%2dollars were sold

with the XF40 going for $1,645 and the AU50
$2,800.

ssed in 2013), his and Shir
ated coins wil/ be offered

LSCC website: www.lsccweb.org
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GerryFortinRareCoins.com 87

Collector Quality Bust, Seated
and Gold Coins

Please visit
Gerry's Daily Blog <

The Advanced Collector's

Online Destination and
Consignment Trading Desk

Gerry Fortin - Professional Numismatist

Wuximems@hotmail.com 207-329-9957

LSCC Cal endar

October 1, 2016. Deadline for articles and advertisemeatbfecht Joulssilie #127.

October 2629, 2016 L SCC meeting and educational prog@enver, CQ Denver Coin Expo,
National Western Complex, 4655 Humboldt Street, Denver, CO. Friday, 1 PM. Gerry F
present an educational prograntitmerty Seated Half Dollars {

Association Annual Coin Show.
657 East Avenue. Educational sessions are detailed on page 4 of this issue.

Earlymid November 2016. PublicatiorGibrecht Joulssue #127. This issue will be postal mas
to all current LSCC members.

will
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Regional News
by Dennis Fortier, LSCC #2016

Well, John Frost provided ughat was well received by the show attendees. Steve
with a bit of a surprise by areontinues to bring exciting information to the Central
ranging to representthe LSC&r ea t hat highlights the
at The Virginia Numismatic Bob Clark hosted the club table at the Lang
Association (VNA) show inBeach Expo on Septembet@ Brian Cushing host
Fredericksburg VA. John gaved the club dinner at the Rock Bottom Brewery|on
several interesting and educ@hursday night Septembér. 80ur sincere thanks to
tional presentations at the show. They were verybetts Bob and Brian for their continued efforts on
ger to have John and his educational program bedslf of the club. The show was lightly attended but
wel | recei ved. Her e 6 s evkrodo Re@mng theerpembbets collected is vital to our
far reaching club.
At the last minute, we had an opportunity to attefithe end of October begins a marathon |of
the annual convention of the Virginia Numismatic Essbdatast activity with Rochester NY, Denver, CO,
(VNA). We had a club table and we also offered Baitiiigke, MD, and Manchester NH all coming in
a set of educational sessions to supplement theisiedsssyveeeks.
gram, which already included Young Numismatist sessioAscéutal meeting and education program at the
a Boy Scout Merit Badge session. | sent them a liQei\fere@oir Expo is on Friday, October 28 at 1 PM.
erty Seated sessions to choose from. When | @egugdFattihevill present on Collecting Liberty Seated
show, their show organizer introduced himself, thetakeD ather$or
coming, and said "You're going to be busy!" When he shibeeeducational program for Rochester will
me the show program, | looked at the schedule ded- disclolegeal Set of Carson City Half Dollars gn ja Budc
that the VNA had selected all of them! by Dennis FortierLiberty Seated Dollays,John
Show attendance was fair, apparently les&rbstnbasit on Saturday October 29 @hd Historical
year, but there were some serious collectors theréjkmarty Goafexid@oin Seyi€¥ennis Fortier on Sunday
people there to learn. | had interested people @ctbaf 30e
presentations, although | did spend a lot of time running/itle-John Frost heading the Educational arm
tween the table and the educational sessions. Thef'fieous€dunew programs and information are com-
cational program" sign | left on the table got a lot afigider(lavdsall the time. Additionally, numismatists
there solo). We did sign up a couple new membelikef@teveltipddéty and others are adding to the wealth of
years and handed out a number of brochures. ANdh&sildenthere is to present to the collecting public.
Jeff Garrett was at the show and he thanked us fdaurQladicand Brian Cushing are keeping members
tion to education. connected on the West Coa
The VNA would like us to return to Frederidkshlligf us pulling together as a community to build
next year. Next year, | hope it fits into the schedule aggealistoundation.
that we have some Jaip! Frost

More information on Baltimore and Manches-
Steve Petty hosted the regional meeting attthe r ~ wi | | be i n next month
Ohio State Coin Show and gave two presentations on
Gobrecht Dollars with new emission sequencing data

Check out the LSCC home pauéo(//www.lsccweb.org/ ) and the meeting recordings page
(http://www.lsccweb.org/Recordings.shtml ).
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The Curious Collector
by Len Augsburger, LSCC #1271

Bel stl eds Ot he

While processing auction catalogs for the Newnamed pieces as well. Sadly there are no plates
Numismatic Portal, | stumbled across a couple of sed¢alog, not to mention that color photography wa
including consignments from Martin L. Beistie.an early stage. Pedigree information on these

in this
s yet
toned

Beistle was one of the pioneers of Liberty Seated twatires would have been preserved only if the winning

ety collecting, publishing his Register of Half Dollar Duelders took care to note the provenance on their

coin

Varietiesn 1929. This is today a highly prized bo@nvelopes. We often imagine our collecting forbears

with an example selling at the recent LSCC Anmligping everything they could get their handstbis

Meeting auction for $ 4 69notthe Base, asimbhng dpprecfatedtonedl coins such

of half dollars was sold in 1928 to Col. E. H. R. Greanthese.
as described by Bill Bugert in @a&brecht Joufisalie

#100, November 2007) . H oQme alse noticesBhatimsuty bféhé proofrcain®mi
matic interests were not limited to half dollars, as imdére sold in group lots, being worth only a few dollars
cated by a pair of sale catalogs issued by the Oraagé+ at the time. The entire presentation is only seven

ville, IL dealer M. H. Bolender. pages in the catal@today such an offering wit

gather significantly more attention.
Bolender was a prolific cataloguer, with nearly
200 sales ranging from 1924 to 1960. Consignments The next year, Bolender presented anc
from Beistlebs estat & gaoupefronf tbeuestate of Beistld this gnme dhe p
(1935) and 106Bsales (1936). The appearance of tiieney collection. Beistle was a traditional collect
mat er i al after Bei st | e dhwesedvehatgioup sfuwaogia sotes, brakentban
concerned about finding a good home for his half dsmletes, fractional currency, and U.S. large siz
lars than for the remainder of his collection. Bolent¥steral reserve notes. There is nothing remarka
must have spent thousands of hours with a glassthedcollection, and Bolender concludes with |
his reference set of half dollar varieties and he toolgtloeip lots of fractional currency. We learn from
disposition of these pieces seriously. The remaitiugr Beistle was fairly broad in his collecting an
was left for the estate to deal with. not exclusively focus on the half dollars. While
was obviously his specialty, he seems to have
Bol endtg dlse 1®r0e s e nt endanyBuamissdtid itendssjustsame mdre than othe
sets, which consisted of fairly complete runs of all de-
nominations (except gold) from 1858 to 1914. .
Bolenderds descripti on (95§ caglogye pagefgcgimileog jhg ngxt page;)
thydosel ected pieces with color to make them g
This is a telling statement, for it means, that at least in
Bol enderds eyes, nicely toned pieces were wo
mium. Bolender goes on to catalog the pieces by col-
or, a rare occurrence for an auction catalog of this era.
We also gather from this that Bolender appreciated

h
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aper
tor of
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ble in
arge
this
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1679. 1862, 1863. Proofs. 2 pes.

1680. 1864, 1865. Proofs. 2 pcs.

1681. 1866-67-68. Proofs. 3 pes.

1682. 1869 to 1896 all dates consecutive and inclusive, with both
varieties of 1873. Proofs. 29 pcs.

1683. 1897-98-99-1900-01-06-07-09. Proofs. 8 pcs.

1684, 1902-03-05-06-07-08-09-11-12-13-14. Proofs. 11 pcs.

5 44,; U.S. SILVER TWENTY-CENT PIECES
7 - 1685. 1(1875 U.S. 20c silver. Brilliant perfect proof.
;16867 1876 silver 20 cents. Brilliant proof. :
16871 3',1877 silver 20 cents. Brill. proof. Rare. Records $12.
1688.;! 1878 silver 20 cents. Brilliant proof. Very rare.

U.S. PROOF SILVER QUARTERS
1689. 1857 quarter. Sharp proof. Extremely rare in this condition.
1690. 1858 unc., proof surface on reverse. Blue tarnish.
. =1691. 1859 beautiful pink proof.
1692. 1860 superb color proof.
1693. 1861 proof.
1694. 1862 proof.
1695. 1863 proof.
1696. 1864 proof. Scott $3.
—>1697. “;1865 proof. Scott $3.
1698, ,1866-68-69-70-71-73 arrows. Proofs. 6 pes
1699.\° 1867 brilliant proof.
~—=1700. 1872-73 (no arrows)-75-76. Proofs. 4 pcs.
. ~1701, 1874-77-88-91. Proofs, 4 pcs.
1702. 1878-79-80-81-82-83. Proofs. 6 pcs.
1703. 1884-85-86-87-89-90. Proofs. 6 pcs.
1704. 1892-93-94-95-96-97-98-99-1906. Proofs. 9 pcs.
~=>1705. 1900-01-02-05-06-07-09-13. Proofs. 8 pcs.
1706, 1903-07-08-09-11-12-14. Proofs. 7 pcs.

U.S. SILVER PROOF HALF-DOLLARS
(Selected pieces with enough color to make them gems)

1707. 1858 half-dollar. Ex. fine, has a high edge, sharp coin, prob-~

ably struck as a proof.
1708. 1859 proof, blue and pink color.
1709. 1860 proof, golden and blue.
1710. 1861 proof, amber shading to blue.
1711. 1862 proof, color as last.
1712. 1863 proof, golden tints.

Paid advertisement
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The 18540 Huge O quarter is
one of the most
obvious
eyeod varieties ir
series. As such, it has been an obje
interest to Liberty Seated Collectors |
(LSCC) members si
tion. Its first mention in the Gobrec
JournalGJ) was by John McCloske) "5 =8

his December 197¢
column.@
éa recent _
whether the 18b4Huge O quarter
i's unique. I assure

of these pieces myself and know of several oth
ers. It is rare however and is an extremely
interesting variety with potential.

About a year and a half later, in the July 1977
GJ, John offered some detailed commentary on his
search for the variety between 1972 and 1977 which
seems interesting enough today to reproduce here in
its entirety(2

| first became aware of the Huge O
variety through
Taxay where the variety is unpriced and listed
as possibly unique. | obtained my first specimen
from a major auction about five years ago. |
put in a modest bid of $34 on one lot which
listed two quarters in XF, arQL884d an
18560. When | received the lot | was aston-
ished to find that the-08&4s the Huge O
variety. Although | had never seen this variety
before, there was no doubt in my mind that this
was it. The mintmark was much larger and
thicker than any New Orleans mintmark | had
ever seen on a quarter. Furthermore, the letter-
ing on the reverse under the mintmark was bad-
ly shattered with a variety of small cracks in the
field. It would indeed be a story in itself just to

Quarter of the Month
by Greg Johnson, LSCC #1460

1854 -O Huge O Quarter Dollar

(grujsugl Pharficger sgﬁ of g]es coip

Scottds

speculate as to how this interesting reverse was
made and subsequent

Soon after | purchased the Huge O
varietyd sok it o Ct8cagm toreadcon-
vention to show to several of my callec-
tor friends. While there, | mentioned
boGasdealemticat Ipwas interested In
Ja¢ unusual pieces in the Seated series.
; The dealer took this opportunity to

bgegw va%mng for the right customer to
come along who would appreciate| the
bi
uilldup during which he mentlonedA{fhat thegt |
piece was very rare and probably one of only a
very few in existence, he reached into a small
box behind his table and pulled out an average
grade 18%2 Huge O quarter. The man wa
utterly speechless when | casually reached into
my pocket and pulled out a higher grade speci-
men of the same variety. After a while he did
recover sufficiently enough to indicate that maybe
the variety wasndt as

EOver hé ye@rPlehalié [8oked at maiRyo n
18540 quarters and have been able to identify
five pieces of the Huge O variety, including the
first one | got at auction. Although this variety

is indeed rare, | have seen several other| speci-
mens offered for sale within the last two years, so
it is available to the interested collector. At this
time, however, | would not want to even specu-
late as to how many of this variety might actual-
ly exist. The 1854s a rather common date
and | would expect that additional pieces will
continue to be identified as the Huge O variety
for some time. | do believe, however, that this
interesting and unusual variety is potentially

(Continued on pagg
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(Continued from previous page) pricing guides would seem to indicate. It can be found
somewhat regularly and almost always at a substantial

valuable and that only time will tell whether itliscount. | feel examples of this variety are roughly
accepted and in demand by the Seated collegtorr t h  hal f t he prices |l is
Kam Ahwash discussed the variety in the s n (LSCC #209) noted in a July 1988 letter tg the

QItOI’ that, ol have an

issue of the GJ as the above narrative my J? 40 Huge O quarters, the best of which grades EF
McCloskey®) AU 66
The Huge O variety however is consid-

ered quite scarce in any grade to say the Jeast. Publication of Lafay B

The discovery piece was in a private sale byRLYears Igter (1991) brought further attention to the
Netherlands.y 'Fl)'he first auctioFr)led piece wa ety. Briggs estimated at the time that about 200

- G examples exist, about 100 F/VF, approximate-
3350 1n Good, Several others have appeardf J§15 XF/AU. and one known unciculated spec
recent auctions in grades from Good to Fi fl. Though this W.OU|d qualify as a rarity in many
The best specimen | have ever seen or hea{fgr&?és It I'St n.(:t a partlcutlarly .Tag?l.tl"bert?/ ?Sated qular-

- . Despite its apparent availability, only 12 examples
an XF which | sold to a Southwestern collec wr(re're reported in the 1993 LSCC sufvey.

Nothing much appeared in print regarding the
Huge O variety for the following nine years until Har-
ry Smith published a detailed description of die cha%%ﬂ?

teristics in July of 1986. He also recounts the pre:; . . ;
vailing hypotheses regarding how the Huge O cam%'fba rarity group with the 1d864 1866, an<11r813é\cr)

exi st and offers that the® osloslea ?’lbq A [ LE T P

crudely cut by hand into a Philadelphia die that Maetrpnc\glas n f'iil glgra%es |n|uT§ends. '“:’ lltn.terestlngl

mi stakenly sent to the V"ik'i'EWa%%arYeFa@S%G%GFarﬁ?aﬁ?c?P But it is, gurmenyly
S no

notes oO0Oéwhile quite scidfLt¥, '(f{5Cli’| 0abst"ir'anr'e

(Continued on pagg
/\

DAVID KAHN

RARE COINS, INC

E'S #2005

Bob Foster brought some attention back to| the
e O variety in his July 2000 rarity analysis for Lib-
Seated Quarters published in thé@de placed

Paid advertisement

Seated and Bust coins our speciality,
quality and eye appeal our focus.

www.DavidKahnRareCoins.com
(301) 570-7070
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(Continued from previous page) Fll’lest known |S from the E“aSberg

collection (Bowers 4/1997:1458, $4620

his observations and noted an enormous jump in price there graded raw, AU55, and presently in a

guide prices between 2000 and 2@09During the PCGS AUS58 holder. The PCGS census
five-year period pricing for the variety went from $90 reveals no other AU specimens, and eight|certi-
to $600 in Good; from $350 to $3,000 ir20F and fication oOeEFRMYNama iin t
from $750 to $5,000 in X#0. The rapid price in- NGC reports one coin each at the AU50, 55,
crease seems to have brought many pieces to market, and AU58 levels, along with five coins in the
but not necessarily that many pieces into LSCC mem- EF4045 range. ANR LaBelle

bers collections, as the 2007 survey only reported 14 7/2005:1058 ($12,075), an NGC AU50

total in all grades; two of those in AU with none finer. exampl e, was | ater |0co
(10) on the secondary market in an AU55 holder.

The 18540 Huge O was included as a Top 25 The club survey of the Top 25 quarter varieties

Variety (Coin #15) when that set was defined in Julplished in March 2014 reported a total of 32 e

Xxam-

2011.11) The following commentary was contributgdes in 26 collections (out of a total of 53 collectors

by Len Augsburger (though mistakenly unacknawbkponding).(t2 The survey results are summari
edged at the time). below:
AGG VGF VF XF AU MS TOTAL
PCGS 1 1 3 5
NGC 2 2
Raw 4 13 4 3 1 25

Surveys:(1993P 12; (20079 14; (2013 Top 25P2 (Rank 19 of 25)
Condition: Average Grade 22.9 (Rank 5 @#/283t Known:PCGS AU58

zed

Collections.Appears in 26 of 53 collections (Rank 23 of 25): 1.23 coins per collection (32 coins

26 collectiondxcumulations.: Two collectors report 3 examples each.

Certification. 22.6% certified (Rank 15 ofZ5%&S Coir#t5434. PCGS has graded 67 ex-
amples; none in mint state and only two above XF.

Comments.: The 1850 Huge O is, at current price levels, continuously available in the market

place. Itis unknown in mint state and quite rare in XF and better.

It is interesting to note that in less than threethe certified population is in grades below XF. Th
years since the numbers were compiled for the surtayle below summarizes TPG and CAC populatio
data analysis the total PCGS certified population had 9/25/2016.

climbed from 67 to 107. However, more than 85% of (Continued on page)
18540 Huge O Quarter Survival Estimates, TPG Populations, CAC Approvals
9/25/2016 P‘Q/GG'G' F-VF XF/AU MS TOTAL
Briggg®est. 200 100 15 1 316
PCGS 46 48 13 0 107
NGC 26 34 10 0 70
CAC 10 10 2 0 22

e
1S as
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(Continued from previous page) realized. The caveat is that even with 119 auction rec-
ords, there is not enough data for meaningful statistics
The table below represents an unscientific edtie to the many different grades. An effort was made
mate of prices over time of the Huge O variety. Théo spot trends based on only a few data points forleach
2000 and 2005 number s agrade ahdditkespariod, with someBeattapolatmrsbased G
2005 article, which used price guide numbers. Theon coins of a bit higher or lower grade.
200706 2016 estimates are based on Heritage prices

Prices for Problem Free 18544uge O Specimens
Year Good VF20 XF40
2000 $90 $350 $750
2005 $600 $3,000 $5,000
2007 $900 $4,000 $7,000
2010 $1,000 $3,000 $6,000
2013 $800 $3,000 $4,500
2016 $700 $2,000 $4,000

The table shows a peak in pricing around-208@&l. It was hard to find in the 1970s, available byt
2008 and a continued slow decline since that time. overpriced in the 1980s, very hard to find and under-
Note that a VF or XF coin purchased at the peak ofpriced in the 1990s, overpriced but quite available from
the market has lost about 50% over the past 10 yed#8053d 2013, and now seems to be getting more scarce
Nice examples in Good have held up better. in the marketplace (and cheaper) again. Perhaps it is
time to pick up a nice example?
The prices and availability for this variety seem
to move in cycles, rather like the coin market in gen-

Photo courtesy of Heritage.
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Cracked, Shattered, and Terminal
by Benny Haimovitz, LSCC #2494

The 1843 WB -27 Half Dollar

Of the 37 die marriages so far identified for the
3,844,000 minted 1843 Philadelphia half dollars, th
one provides a truly shattered single use reverse d
In late die state (LDS), this reverse is a 17 die crac

masterpiece. :

It is identified as W7 (Obverse 14, Reverse|
U) in the soon to be re
Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume V, Philadelphij
Mi nt 1 8 3 &y Bill Bugdrt8 I fact, @ is one of]
the coins imaged on the cover. Although the obver}
has some interesting diagnostics including repunch
and die cracks, the focus of this article is on the si
amazing reverse.

Note the extensive die cracking in every qua|

rant of the die. TRy A
| 1843 Reverse U Die Crack Diagram;2XB

(Continued on pagg)
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(Continued from padj&)

Bill Bugert, our esteemed editor, has been investigating-thdWBIi e mar r i age s|i
l onger will this di e ElGasechheén haasked ifcahyene had a latdr die s@te.
Well, do you ?

Die state diagnostics and images are courtesy of Bill Bugert frorpiitdigméon copy (that | won at
the 2016 LSCC annual auction) OA Register of
Mint 1839 to 1852.0 This example is graded R




