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Great Attendance at Local Meetings! 

LSCC members and guests are flocking to regional and national club meetings and 
educational forums where Liberty Seated camaraderie and education are emphasized.  
The images below of the recent Central States Numismatic Society Annual Conven-
tion and Manchester NH Coin Expo are typical of current meetings.  Many thanks 
to all for attending as the clubõs regional teams spend considerable effort to show 
the clubõs presence. 

CSNS Annual Convention, LSCC Regional Meeting, April 2017 (above) 
 

New Hampshire Coin Expo, LSCC Regional Meeting, May 2017 (above) 
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Liberty Seated Dime Survey Now Online!  
 

LSCC members and guests may now anonymously contribute their Liberty Seated dimes to our 2017 Sur-
vey online.  Members received a yellow Survey form with their March Gobrecht Journal, but they also have the op-
tion to submit their surveys electronically by filling out forms on the LSCC website.  Guests (LSCC non-
members) can only submit their responses electronically. 

To respond to the survey, go to the LSCC website (www.lsccweb.org).  Under LSCC News, you will 
see the Survey announcement.  Click to go to the survey. 

The survey consists of two parts ð a Date and mintmark survey including Red Book varieties, and also 
the Top 100 Varieties.  Each part has its own form.  On the Survey page, select the part of the survey you wish 
to enter. 

Collectors can choose to fill out one of the two parts, or both of them.  The survey is anonymous, but we 
do ask you to indicate whether you are an LSCC member or a Guest (non-member) by selecting the appropriate 
button.  Then fill in your holdings (no need to enter 0).  See example below. 

http://www.lsccweb.org
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When you are all done, hit the Submit Survey button at the bottom of the form.  

After submission, you will asked whether you want to continue the Survey (complete the second form 
for the other part), or return to the LSCC Home Page. 

 
As with the paper survey form, the deadline for the survey is June 30.  Thank you for your participa-

tion! 

(Continued from previous page) 



 

 

Auction News  
by Craig Eberhart, LSCC #1348  
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Central States Numismatic Society 
Heritage Auctions 

Chicago April 26-30 
 

An 1840-O half dime graded AU55 by NGC sold for 
$3,760.  An 1840 dime graded ANACS MS61 went for 
$1,997.  An 1862-S dime (F-102 R-4+) in PCGS XF45 
sold for $1,880.  One of the most impressive dimes in 
the sale was a previously undocumented or "newly dis-
covered" uncirculated 1871-CC dime.  This dime, one 
of six uncirculated coins now known, was graded MS62 
by NGC and sold for $48,175. 

 
Two 1842-O small date quarters, both graded 

by PCGS, were in the auction. A VG10 sold for $998 
and a VF25 with a green CAC sticker sold for $2,232.  
A colorfully toned 1847-O quarter graded NGC MS63 
was sold for $12,925.  An 1853 no arrows quarter grad-
ed PCGS AU55 brought $4,935.  A PCGS VF30 1864-
S quarter sold for $2,585.  The 1864-S is occasionally 
available up to XF40, but becomes comparable in rarity 
to the two rarest San Francisco quarters, 1860-S and 
1872-S, in higher grades.  Another rare San Francisco 
date, 1869-S, also graded PCGS VF30, but with a CAC 
sticker brought $881.  A PCGS XF45 1873 closed 3 
quarter, only known without arrows, brought $1,880. 

 
An 1851 half dollar (WB-8, Errant 8 in Dentils, 

R-6) graded PCGS AU55 sold for $2,232.  The ever 
popular 1861-O CSA obverse half dollar, with the 
crack from Liberty's nose to the rim, graded PCGS 
XF40 and brought $2,374.  A PCGS XF45 1866-S no 
motto half dollar, perhaps the third rarest San Francis-
co date after the 1855-S and the 1878-S, was bought 
for $2,820. 

 
Last but certainly not least among the San 

Francisco Liberty Seated half dollars is the 1878-S.  
The 1878-S is not only the rarest date Liberty Seated 
"S" half dollar, it is also the second rarest Liberty Seat-

ed half dollar trailing only the "non-collectible" No Ar-
rows 1853-O half dollar (the finest of which is current-
ly available through a LSCC member dealer).  Never-
theless, the 1878-S half dollar is the rarest Liberty Seat-
ed half dollar that might be available annually.  The ex-
ample in this auction was graded PCGS genuine with 
AU details and sold for $42,300. 

 
The Liberty Seated dollars in this auction in-

cluded a nearly complete set of dates in uncirculated 
condition.  These coins were part of the Mesquite Col-
lection.  A large selection of Trade dollars were also 
available.  Of the 54 non-proof coins, 23 were Carson 
City issues including three 1878-CCs: a PCGS XF40 
sold for $3,172; an NGC XF45 for $3,290; and a PCGS 
AU58 for $9,987.  
 

PCGS Members Only Show 
Legend Rare Coin Auctions 

New Orleans May 18 
 
An 1855-O quarter, a coin rarely seen above 

VF, was graded PCGS AU53 and sold for the reasona-
ble price of $3,290.  This quarter appeared to have 
been dipped which may have held down the hammer 
price.  An 1870-CC half dollar graded PCGS VF35 sold 
for $7,343.  An 1852 PCGS AU58 silver dollar brought 
$36,425. 

 
An outstanding complete uncirculated collec-

tion of Trade dollars was also sold in this auction.  This 
set was named the Linda collection and completed by a 
longtime LSCC member more than a decade ago.  One 
of the most noteworthy coins was the 1878-CC graded 
MS63 by PCGS that sold for $36,425. 



 

 

LSCC website:  www.lsccweb.org  

LSCC Calendar 
 
June 8, 2017.  LSCC Social.  Long Beach, CA.  Long Beach Expo.  No club table nor regional meeting 

at this show.  Thursday night social, 7 PM, at the Rock Bottom Brewery. 
 
June 17-22, 2017.  ANA Summer Seminar òDeveloping a Passion of Liberty Seated Coinage.ó  Colorado 

Springs, CO.  See page 3 of this issue of the E-Gobrecht for details or visit www.lsccweb.org. 
 
June 22-24, 2017.  LSCC table.  Colorado Springs, CO.  Colorado Springs Coin Show, Mortgage Solu-

tions Financial Expo Center, Colorado, Springs, CO.  John Frost hosts. 
 
June 22-25, 2017.  No formal LSCC activities.  Baltimore, MD.  Whitman Baltimore Summer Expo. 
 
June 30, 2017.  Ending date for the Liberty Seated dime census.  See www.lsccweb.org.   
 
July 7, 2017.  LSCC Educational Program.  Orlando, FL.  FUN Summer Show 2017, Orange County 

Convention Center, 9800 International Drive, Hall WA4, Orlando, FL.  Gerry Fortin presents 
òMany Faces of Liberty Seated.ó  2:30 PM. 
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Central States Numismatic Society Annual Convention 
LSCC Regional Meeting 

Stephen Petty (right) and Gerry Fortin (below, right) 



 

 

It was a very productive spring 
season for the Regional Pro-
gram.  Eight new members 
signed up in the last two 
months, mostly at club events.  
Member renewals continue to 
role in even this late in the 

year.  (Avoid missing an issue of the Gobrecht Journal 
by renewing for multiple years.)  Two club shirts were 
sold as well and our supply is running low.  If you are 
interested in a club shirt donõt wait too long. 

Bay State was well attended.  The club table 
was in the hall rather than the usual side room.  This 
made for greater visibility and more activity at the ta-
ble as we were part of the flow of traffic. 

The Central States Numismatic Society Annu-
al Convention also had good attendance with between 
twenty and thirty attendees at the club regional meet-
ing hosted by Stephen Petty.  Gerry Fortinõs presenta-
tion entitled òThe Many Faces of Liberty Seated 
Coinageó was well received. 

Joe Casazza hosted the club table at the Man-
chester NH Coin Expo. Gerry Fortin was asked to 
give his presentation (òThe Many Faces of Liberty 
Seated Coinageó) again for the members at Manches-
ter.  There were thirteen attendees, the most at a 
Manchester meeting in some time.  Gerryõs talk was 
enjoyed by everyone there.  Mark Archambeault 
brought his 1877-CC Half Dollar die marriage collec-
tion for us to enjoy at the club table and John Frost 
set up a display linking up with Gerryõs òMany Faces 
of Liberty Seated.ó 

The Airport Diner after the Manchester show 
is a tradition and now there is a new tradition with a 
Dairy Queen having been located in town.   

John Frost hosted the club table at the Paw-
catuck Valley Coin Clubõs annual show in Norwich 
CT.  A great deal of fun, food, and coins was had at 
all these events.  

Dennis Fortier was invited to speak on Liber-
ty Seated coinage at the Bristol CT Coin Club.  There 
were about fifteen attendees who enjoyed the presen-
tation on Overrated and Underrated Liberty Seated 
Coinage. 

Joe Casazza (the clubs new Northeast Region-
al Director) hosted a club table at the Nashua NH 
coin show which garnered an invitation to speak 
about the club at the Burlington (VT) Coin Club 
soon. 

Garden State report by John Frost.  Carl Feldman 

and John Frost hosted a club table and educational 
sessions at the Garden State Numismatic Associa-
tion's annual convention in New Jersey in mid-May.  
The table exhibit highlighted Philadelphia Liberty 
Seated half dollars, highlighting the release of Bill 
Bugert's latest book in his Register series.  A nearly 
complete set of P-mint halves was on display includ-
ing most of the major varieties.  Additionally, a laptop 
with the downloaded versions of Volumes I through 
IV was there with the page from the LSCC website.  
The highlight of the show for us was the identifica-
tion of a new twenty-cent die marriage with a coin 
brought to the table by a new LSCC member.  See the 
article on this discovery in the Summer 2017 issue of 
the Gobrecht Journal.  

Thanks John.  As you can see May was a very 
busy month for the Regional Program.  This kind of 
comprehensive club outreach takes many dedicated 
volunteers.  

June begins with The Long Beach Coin Expo, 
June 8-10, at the Long Beach Convention Center.  
There will not be a club table at this show, however, 
Brian Cushing (West Coast Regional Director) will 
host the club dinner, Thursday night at the Rock Bot-
tom Brewery, 1 Pine Ave, at 7PM.  Join in, where else 
can you go to dinner and talk coins?  

Summer Seminar time is upon us, June 18-22, 
there are only a few slots left in the Liberty Seated 
Seminar.  This will be the last seminar on Liberty 
Seated coinage for some time; donõt miss out. 

The Colorado Springs Coin, Currency, and 
Collectables Show at the Mortgage Solutions Finan-
cial Expo Center, 3650 N. Nevada Avenue, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80907, is June 22-24. John Frost and 
(LSCC old friend) Craig Eberhart will host the club 
table.  The Liberty Seated Dime Survey is ending June 
30th.  Be a part of the clubõs record.  There will not be 
another for years to come.  Donõt put it off. 

Regional News  
by Dennis Fortier, LSCC #2016  
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http://www.freedomexpocenter.com/
http://www.freedomexpocenter.com/
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Paid advertisement 

W. David Perkins Numismatics  



 

 

The original 1837 No Stars obverse design of Christian 
Gobrecht is always a pleasure to see.  This large date 
example is not only quite attractive, but also shows an 
obverse die that is clearly on the way to terminal state. 

A primary die crack starts on the rim directly 
above the Liberty Cap and progresses through the cap, 
leaving a small cud, over Libertyõs fingers and continu-

ing down the pole.  Additionally, a thinner die crack 
starts at the rim from just above the K-3 position and 
runs out into the field.   

 

A second major die crack appears from the rim 
just below Libertyõs foot and continues into the foot 

(Continued on page 9) 

Cracked, Shattered, and Terminal  
by Benny Haimovitz, LSCC #2494  

1837 No Stars Large Date Half  Dime  
Shattered Obverse  
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support where it splits upward to Libertyõs heel into 
the skirt folds and also down toward the numeral 7. 

 

A third major die crack begins at the rim just 
below the K-8 position continues completely through 
the rock support and the shield, turning up towards 
Libertyõs thigh. 

 
The reverse has no significant diagnostics oth-

er than completely flattened dentils which is common 
for many half dime dies of this period. 

 
Images courtesy of PCGS TrueView with this 

example graded MS63 with CAC approval. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Paid advertisement 



 

 

As part of my position with the Newman Numismatic 

Portal, I have the pleasant chore of sorting through 
many of the items in Eric Newmanõs numismatic li-
brary.  In assembling his library, Newman was happy 
to purchase anything that advanced his research objec-
tives and the condition or presentation wasnõt nearly as 
important as whether the content was worthy.  In this 
sense, a modern reprint could be just as useful as an 
18th century original printing.  Occasionally, an item 
appeared which greatly appealed to both the literature 
collector and the numismatic researcher, and, if New-
man had to compete against the collectors of 
deluxe editions and similar desiderata, that was 
fine.  The document we examine herebelow, a 
two-page original letter from Joseph Mickley to 
Francis Lepere (discovered in the Newman 
library among unrelated material), falls squarely 
in the latter category. 

 
Mickley was one of the foremost col-

lectors of his day, a Philadelphian with connec-
tions in the Mint and a first-rate coin cabinet.  
The sale of his collection in 1867 included an 
1804 dollar, a substantial run of U.S. proof 
coins from the 1820s to 1850s, seven patterns 
of 1792, superb colonials, and a host of world 
coins and medals.  The letter at right was writ-
ten from Mickley to St. Louis collector Francis 
Lepere, on March 19, 1862.  A Missouri collec-
tor in the 1860s would have had to operate 
strictly by mail - there was little or no numis-
matic trade at the time in that part of the coun-
try.  The dealers, such as they were, were con-
centrated in the northeast ð Philadelphia, New 
York, Boston. Mickley wrote to Lepere as fol-
lows: 

Your letter of the 13th was received and con-
tents noted. I have made inquiry of a Coin dealer, what 

he would sell the coins you inquire about, at. He gave 
me the following. 1793 Cent 75 Cts to $2 and as high as 
$10 if in fine preservation, 1795 ½ Cent, 50 Ct, $1 up-
wards, 1797 do. 25 cts, - 1831, $6 to $8, 1836 $4 to $6, 
1852 $4.50 to $6 ð Dollars 1796, $2 ð 1797 $1.25, - 1801 
& 1802 1.50 each. 

 
A young man left the Cents of 1793 & 1794 with me to 
sell for him for which he wants $2. The 1793 has the 13 
links on the Reverse, which is a rare Type, it is in a fair 
condition, all legible, I think you would do well to pro-
cure these. 

 
I donõt deal in coins any further than that fre-
quently some are left with me by persons, for 
sale. I have a lot now, sent to me from Eng-
land, to be disposed of, they consist of Coins 
and medals relating to this Country, among 
which are Massachusetts Silver Shillings, from 
$1.50 to $10 each, - Sixpences ð Threepences 
& twopences. ð The Chalmers Annapolis Silver 
Shilling, Sixpence & Threepence, the price of 
this is 17 pounds 17 shillings, this is rather 
high, though the last two pieces are extremely 
rare, a number of Copper pieces: Washington, 
New Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts, sever-
al Cents & Halves of the U.S. Mint, etc., etc., - 
The rare U.S.A. Bar Cent Reverse 13 bars. The 
price of this is five pounds. 
 
There are also some Silver & Bronze Medals in 
the lot, viz: Lafayette 5th ð Louisburg taken, 2 
varieties, - Quebec taken 8/6 each (copper.) 
Two in Silver, 2 pounds 2 shillings each,  these 
medals are in remarkable fine condition. These, 
as well as the coins, are very desirable to one 
who collects pieces relating to this country. I 
have them all in my cabinet. 
 
The price of American coins has gone up very 
high within several years past, owing to there 

being a great many Collectors and to our old coins being 
recoined, the old Copper Cents and Halves disappearing 
from circulation rapidly. 

 (Continued on next page) 

The Curious Collector  
by Len Augsburger, LSCC #1271  

An Insiderõs View of 
Coin Collecting in 1862  
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If you[ôve a] collection [of] foreign Coins, I 
would assist you a great deal, for they are more frequent-
ly offered to me than American, they are also cheaper in 
proportion, it will give me pleasure to assist you in any-
thing in my power, if you would inform me more partic-
ularly of what you wish to collect. 

 
In hopes of hearing from you at your leisure, I 

remain Yours Resply. Jos. J. Mickley. 
 

Mickleyõs missive tells us any number of things about 
collecting at the time: 

 
¶ While the most noticeable difference in pocket 
change was due to the discontinuation of the large cent 
in 1858, collectors also noticed that pre-1853 silver was 
disappearing.  The Mint has reduced the weight of the 
silver coinage in 1853 in order to achieve parity with 
gold. Prior to 1853 one could acquire silver at face val-
ue, melt it, and in return receive in gold several per cent 
above the face value of the silver.  Needless to say, sil-
ver coins in circulation disappeared rapidly. 

 
¶ Early U.S. copper coins were all the rage in the 
1860s, and collector interest has remained lively to the 
present day.  The St. Louis collector Lepere had obvi-
ously asked Mickley about purchasing early half cents 
and large cents (the initial letter is unlocated). 

 
¶ Commerce was still conducted in pounds and shil-
lings.  Mickleyõs letter interchangeably refers to Ameri-
can and English denominations.  Old habits die hard. 

 
¶ Coin prices for U.S. coins were òvery high.ó  This 
seems a perpetual complaint.  Mickleyõs 1804 dollar 
sold for $750 in 1867, at the time about 3 years 
wages for an ordinary laborer.  By modern stand-
ards Mickleyõs òvery highó is ridiculously cheap. 
Mickley encouraged the St. Louis collector Lepere 
to instead pursue foreign coins, rather convenient 
as Mickley had them to sell. 

 

After 1862, Lepere continued to collect Ameri-
can coins.  Two auction consignments are recorded, to 
John Haseltine in July 1876 (https://nnp.wustl.edu/
l i b r a r y / a u c t i o n l o t s ?
AucCoId=510907&AuctionId=511584) and to the 
Chapman brothers in February 1904 (https://
n n p . w u s t l . e d u / l i b r a r y / a u c t i o n l o t s ?
AucCoId=21&AuctionId=510894). Liberty Seated 
coinage in the 1904 sale included an 1836 Gobrecht 
dollar ($9.50), 1851-O 25c ($0.80), 1852 25c ($3.00), 
1846 10c ($0.40), and 1846 H10c ($0.45).  Modern col-
lectors would no doubt be pleased to pay such òvery 
highó prices for the same coins. 

(Continued from previous page) 
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After 25 years as an enthusiast 
of Liberty Seated quarter varie-
ties, and 

more than 12 years of collecting 
them quite seriously, I reached a 
milestone of sorts last week.  It 
was surprisingly satisfying and 
seemed worth sharing with other 
interested collectors.  As I got 
involved with the LSCC about 
10 years ago and my numismatic 
interests became known I was 
encouraged to lead the effort to 
define a collectible set of Liberty 
Seated quarter varieties.  The 
result was the Top 25 Seated 
Quarter Variety Set published in 
Issue 111 of the Gobrecht Journal 
in July of 2011 and the subse-
quent survey of club membersõ 
collections published in Issue 119 
of the Gobrecht Journal in March of 
2014. 

 
I actually had only 22 of 

the 25 varieties that make up the 
Top 25 in my collection at the time 
the set was published.  Once the 
Top 25 had been defined, in addi-
tion to working on completion of 
the set, I worked on upgrading the 
quality of the coins.  Quality in this 
context does not necessarily mean 

higher grade; my goal was to complete the set with all 
coins in PCGS holders.  This goal is exceptionally chal-

lenging.  There are very limited 
total numbers of some varieties, 
and only a fraction (sometimes 
a small fraction) of those coins 
are of a quality PCGS finds ac-
ceptable for encapsulation in 
problem-free holders. 
 
Last week, after more than 12 
years of pursuing the necessary 
coins, I completed the Top 25 
variety set in problem-free 
PCGS holders; in fact, all 25 
coins are not only PCGS, but 
also CAC.  The set is listed on 
the Gerry Fortin Rare Coins 
open registry at: http://

www.seateddimevarieties.com/
openregistry/collection.php?
name=GJ&set=32.  One of the 
more interesting things about this 
journey is the final coin located 
to complete the set.  A number 
of the varieties are very rare but it 
was the 1852/52 that took the 
longest to obtain as PCGS/CAC. 
 
 A quick look at the CAC 
population report for 1852 quar-
ters (summarized in Table 1 as of 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Quarter of  the Month  
by Greg Johnson, LSCC #1460  

The Top 25 in PCGS/CAC  

Table 1.  1852 Quarter TPG Populations and CAC Approvals. 

 G-VG-F VF XF AU MS60-62 MS63 MS64 MS65 MS66 MS68 

PCGS 11 20 13 19 5 7 11 4 4 0 

NGC 2 3 7 13 8 7 8 5 1 1 

CAC 1 2 2 3 0 0 4 1 3 0 

http://www.seateddimevarieties.com/openregistry/collection.php?name=GJ&set=32
http://www.seateddimevarieties.com/openregistry/collection.php?name=GJ&set=32
http://www.seateddimevarieties.com/openregistry/collection.php?name=GJ&set=32
http://www.seateddimevarieties.com/openregistry/collection.php?name=GJ&set=32

